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[IpencraBenute ot Cumona HwukonoBa TOKYMEHTHM CBOTBETCTBAT Ha
M3MCKBAaHUATA Ha 3aKOHA 32 pa3BUTHE Ha aKaJieMUYHUs cbcTaB B PemyOmnuka boiarapus,
Ha [IpaBriHMKa 3a HEroBOTO mpuiaraHe, kKakto U Ha [IpaBunHuka Ha Hanmonamuwus
BOeHEH yHUBepcuTteT ,,Bacun Jlecku 3a mpwrarane Ha 3PACPB 3a npunoOuBane Ha
oOpa3oBaTeHa U Hay4YHa CTEIeEH ,,JOKTOP®.

Karo nokropaHT 1oj KOMIETEHTHOTO HAyYHOTO PBKOBOACTBO HA IMOJIK. JIOL. J-P
Hukonait Crepanos, Cumona HukosioBa € M3IMBbJIHUIIA B IbJIEH 00€M WHIUBU]TY ATHUS
cu ydyeOeH IulaH, OTroBapsi Ha MUHUMAJHUTE HalmoHaidHU u3uckBaHus no 3PAC nHa
Peny6nuka bearapus u ¢ pemenue Ha @akynteTHus chbBeT Ha DakynteT “JlorucTuka u
TEXHOJIOTUU", Pa3pabOTEHUSIT OT HEsI NUCEPTAIMOHEH TPYJ € HACOUYEH KBbM 3alllUTa 3a
IPUCHKIaHE HAa oOpa3oBaTeaHaTa U HayyHa CTENEH ,,JJOKTOP .

1. AKTYAJTHOCT ¥ 3HAYUMOCT Ha pa3padoTBaHMs HAY4YeH MPodJiemM

[TocTuranero Ha BHCOKO paBHUIIE Ha (pMHAHCOBA CUTYPHOCT HAa ChBpEMEHHATa
IbpkaBa UMa QyHIAMEHTAJIHO 3HAYEHHUE 32 YCTOWUYMBOTO Pa3BUTHE HA HAIMOHATHOTO
CTONMAHCTBO. B emoxara Ha MNOCTUHAYCTPUAIHOTO OOIIECTBO OCHUTYPSIBAHETO Ha
(¢UHaHCOBaTa CHUTYPHOCT KaTO €JIEMEHT Ha HWKOHOMHMYECKaTa M Hal[MOHaJIHaTa
CUTYPHOCT IOCTaBsl 3HAUMMU 3a/1a4d, KOUTO MU3UCKBAT MOCTOSIHHU YCUJIMS 3a HEHHOTO
noanbpkane. Ilpomecute Ha rioOanu3anus W HapacTBalaTa ysS3BUMOCT Ha
HallUOHAJIHUTE ()MHAHCOBU CUCTEMU MMAT 3a CBOSI MOCJEIWIIA CTOMAHCKO DPa3BUTHE,
CBIIPOBOJICHO OT BUCOK HKOHOMUYECKHU PUCK, IUHAMUKA U MPOTUBOPEYMBOCT HA MUKPO-
MAaKpO- U ME30MKOHOMMYECKATa Cpela, KOUTO BOMST 10 MOSBAaTa HA HOBU PHUCKOBE U
3aIIaxyu 32 CUTYPHOCTTA. 3a MPEOJIOISBAHETO HA Bb3HUKBALIUTE MPEAN3BUKATEICTBA €
HeoOxonuMo Jo0pe Ja ce Mmo3HaBa (MHAHCOBO-MKOHOMHMYECKAaTa CHCTEMa, HEMHOTO
(GYHKIIMOHUpPAHE W Pa3BUTHE, KAKTO U BB3MOXKHOCTUTE, CBBbpP3aHU C peaju3vpaHe Ha
¢dbuHaHCOBaTa CUTYPHOCT Ha OBJrapckara abp)KaBa B YCIOBUATAa HA MapHuY€H CHBET,
MOCPEJICTBOM Je(hUHUPAHETO M aHalIW3a Ha HOBUTE HETPAAUIIMOHHM 3aIljlaXxu M
U3TPaXJaHETO HA CUCTeMa OT €(PEKTUBHU MEPKH 3a TAXHOTO MPEOI0JIsIBAHE.

B TO3M KOHTEKCT aKkTyaJqHOCTTa Ha MPEJACTABEHUS JUCEPTALMOHEH TPy HE
nojJiexku Ha cbMHeHue. PabGorata Ha auceprant HwukonoBa na wu3cnenBa

BB3MOXKHOCTHUTE 3a HpOTHBOI[GfICTBHG Ha HWKOHOMHYCCKHUTC TIPCCTBINUICHUSA U
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BB3HHUKBAIIMTE HA Ta3W OCHOBA MPEIM3BUKATENICTBA, CBHP3aHU C TapaHTHPAHETO Ha
¢dbuHaHCOBaTa CUTYpPHOCT Ha ObJTapckara JbprKaBa, HEMHATa CHIIHOCT U OCOOCHOCTH,
KakTo W (GaKTopuTe, AETEPMUHHUPANA W KOMIUIMIMPAIIN HEWHATa CTPYKTypa Ha
CHBPEMEHHHUS €Tall, 3aCIyKaBa aMUPAIIH U MOJKpeIa.

CroliHocTTa Ha paboTaTa € mpeaorpeseiceHa OT 00CTOSTEICTBOTO, Y€ BBIPEKU
HAJIMYUETO HA CEPUO3HU W 3aJbJOOUYCHU aHAJIW3M B CIEIUaIN3MpaHaTa JUTEepaTypa,
peraBaHeTo Ha mpobsiemMa 3a rapaHTHpaHe Ha (PMHAHCOBATa CUTYPHOCT Ha ObJrapckara
Ibp)KaBa IOCPEJACTBOM €(PEKTUBHOTO TPOTUBOACHCTBHE HAa HWKOHOMHYECKUTE
MPECThIUICHHUs, TIPenoiara HeoOX0AMMOCT OT KOMIUIEKCHO W3CIEJBaHE W aHAIU3 Ha
MEXaHM3MHUTE M HaIpaBJIEHUATA 32 HEWHOTO U3rpaXJaHe M TapaHTUpaHE, KaTo
€THOBPEMEHHO C TOBa C€ OTKPOsBa JCPHUITUT MO OTHOIICHWE HAa CHCTEMAaTH3aIuAaTa U
noAPpOOHOTO XapaKTepU3UpaHe Ha 3arlaxuTe 3a ((MHAHCOBaTa CUTYPHOCT Ha CTpaHaTa B
HadyanoTo Ha XXI Bek.

3HAUYMMOCTTA U YMECTHOCTTA Ha AUCEPTAMOHHOTO M3CJICIBaHE, CE TIOTBBPIKIaBa
or dakra, 4ye TO € (oKycupaHO HE caMO BBPXY MPOTUBOJICUCTBUETO W
HEYTPATU3UPAHETO HAa UKOHOMUYECKUTE MPECTHIUICHUS, KaTo 3ariaxa 3a (puHaHcoBaTa
CUTYPHOCT, HO U BBPXY 3HAUYEHHETO, KOeTO (UMHAHCOBATA CUTYPHOCT HUMa 3a
MKOHOMHUYECKaTa M HaI[MOHAJIHATA CUTYPHOCT Ha CTpaHaTa B YCIOBHUSATA Ha MapHYCH
ChBET, KOUTO MoraT Ja ObJaT TapaHTHpPaHW EIWHCTBEHO, 4Ype3 CHUCTeMa OT
OpraHW3allMOHHU, IPABHU U WHCTUTYIIMOHATHU MEPKU, HACOYCHH KbM CBOEBPEMEHHOTO
OTKpHMBaHE, TPEIOTBpaTsABaHE, HEYTPAIM3UPAHE W OTCTPAHsSBAHE Ha 3aIlUIaxUTe 3a
(¢rHaHCOBaTa CUTYPHOCT.

N3cnenBanero € CnoimywiMBO KOHIENTyanu3dupaHo. OOGEKTHT M MPEAMETHT Ha
ISJIOCTHHSI aHAJU3 B JINCEPTAIMOHHUS TPYA Ca KOPEKTHO AChUHUPAHU H ca IMPSIKO
CBBP3aHU C IIe7ITa HAa HAYYHOTO TBHPCEHE - '"pa3KpUBaHETO HAa KPUMUHOTCHHUTE
dbakTopu, KOUTO OKa3BaT OTPHIIATENIHO BB3ACHCTBUE BBpPXY (UHaHCOBaTa cdepa B
CTpaHaTa, KaTo MO TO3W HAYWH BOJAT /10 HECTAOMIIHOCT Ha CHUCTEMaTa 3a 3alluTa Ha
HAI[MOHAJIHATA CHUTYPHOCT W Jectabmnm3upaHe Ha oOmectBoTo". Ts yOemutenHo e
MIOCTHTHATA Ype3 MOCIICI0BATETHOTO U B IIBJIICH 00EM pelliaBaHe Ha KOHKPETH3UPAIIIUTE

A 4CTUPHU OCHOBHH HM3CJICIOBATCICKHU BBIIPOCA, KOUTO Ca HOI{pO6HO H orepanuoHaaIHO
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pasnucaHu B CTPyKTypaTa Ha padorara. CrienmraiHO 0TOeIsA3BaM, 4e OIlle Ha TO3M €Tall,
c ¢opMmynupaHeTO Ha IeEJITa W 3ajJaduTe, JOKTOpaHT HwukojoBa e mpearnocraBuia
MPaKTUKO-TIPUIIOKHATA HACOUEHOCT, KaToO BOJICIA B CBOETO U3CJIEABAHE.

2. OneHKa HA HAYYHHUTE Pe3yJTATH U IPUHOCUTE HA TUCEPTAIUOHHUS TPY/

[IpencraBeHUsT 3a pelieH3UPAHE JTUCEPTALMOHEH TPY/l CE XapaKTepu3upa ¢ sICHa,
npeMepeHa U JIOTUYHO MOCTPOCHA Kjacuuyecka CTpykTypa. ChIbpikaHUETO Ha Tpyjda €
nmomMecTeHo B 06em oT 210 crpanuiy, ot KouTo 199 ¢. OCHOBEH TEKCT, BKIIIOYBAI] YBOJI,
TPH TJIaBH, BCSKA 3aBbpIlIBAllla C U3BOAM, OOIIM U3BO/IHU, 3aKIIIOUeHUE U OubIuorpadus,
KOETO Ch3J/laBa MPEANOCcTaBKa 3a OajJaHCHUPAHOCT Ha M3JI0kKEHHETOo. B mojakperna Ha
apryMeHTaIusATa Ha JWCEpTaHTa B H3JIOKCHHETO ca TmpeactaBenn 27 durypu, 5
Ta0JIUIM U €IHO MPUJIOKEHHE. 3a Ja MOCTUTHE IeNTa Ha M3CJIEIBAHETO IUCEPTaHT
HukomoBa 3ambpi004eHO M aHAMMTHYHO ¢ o0OpaboTmia W cucTeMaTusupana 88
CHBPEMEHHHM JIUTEPaTypHU U UHOOPMAIIMOHHM W3TOYHMIIM - 3aKOHH, Hapenow,
NpPaBWIHUIIM W JPYTd HOPMATHBHU AaKTOBE, KOETO B IIbJIHA CTEMNEH IMojrnoMara
W3MBJIHCHUETO Ha TTOCTAaBEHUTE HAYUYHOU3CIIC0BATEIICKU 3aa9H.

N36panata MeTOM0JIOTHS HA W3CJICABAHETO, KOSTO € W3rpajieHa BBPXY HayuyeH
WHCTPYMEHTApUYM, BKJIIOUBAI] OCHOBHO KaTO MOJXOJIM 3a M3CJIEJBAHE CTAaTUCTUYECKH,
MaTeMaTUYeCKH, HKOHOMHYECKH, aHATUTUIHU METOJM W M3I0JI3BaHE Ha MH(pOpMAaIus
OT aKTyaJIHU HAyYHU MyOJHMKallMM W TMPOYYBAaHUS B PAMKUTE HA HOPMATUBHUS H
WHTEPIUCIUILUTMHAPHKS U3CIICIOBATEIICKH TTOIXO0/] € TIOAXOAAII0 Mo0paHa.

KopektHo e nma o0o0muMm, ye KaTo CIEJACTBHE OT YCIHENIHOTO pellaBaHe Ha
M3CJICIOBATEIICKUTE 3aJ]a4i, B PAMKUTE Ha MOCTABCHUTE OIPAaHUYCHUS, XUIIOTE3aTa Ha
JTYCepTallMOHHMS TPY, 4e ,,IloaappikaHeTo Ha CTaOMITHOCTTAa HA (PMHAHCOBATa CHUCTEMA
Ha PenybOnuka bbarapus TpsOBa ma ObJe OCHOBEH MNPUOPUTET HaA CTpaHaTa B
CJIeIBAIIUTE TOJAMHHU, KaTO IMOCTUTAHETO My MOXKE J1a ObJie OCBHIIECTBEHO €IUHCTBEHO
ype3 CTPAaTerHyecko IMPOTUBOJACHCTBHME Ha HWKOHOMHYECKAaTa NPECTBIIHOCT U
U3rpaXkJaHe Ha YCIEIIEH MOJIEN 3a 3aliuTa Ha (JMHAHCOBAaTa CUTYPHOCT KaTO €JIEMEHT

OT HallMOHAJIHAaTa CUT'ypHOCT Ha PenmyOnuka beirapus®, e norsepaeHa.
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3. OneHka Ha HAYYHHUTE U HAYYHO-NPUJIOKHU NIPUHOCH

IIpuemaM camMoOOLlEHKaTa Ha JOKTOPAaHTKaTa 3a IOCTUTHATH B JAMCEPTALlMOHHUS
TPy YETUPHU HAYYHU U J1BA HAYYHO-TIPUIIOKHU PE3yJTaTa 3apaJu TAXHATA MOJIE3HOCT U
PUIOKUMOCT.

OchbliecTBeHaTa B Hay4eH IJIaH U3CleloBaTelICKa paboTa, OCBEH, Y€ JOIbJIBA U
o0OorarsBa OCHOBOIOJIAralara 3a JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPy KaTeropus ,,AKOHOMHYECKO
IPECTHILICHUE™, ICHO U KOMIIETEHTHO OIpPEAENsl CTPYKTYPOONPEACIALIUTE E€IEMEHTH
HA MKOHOMHUYECKaTa MPeCThIIHOCT, U3BEXK/a HACOKUTE 3a MOBUIIaBaHE Ha (pMHAHCOBaTa
CUTYPHOCT Ha CTpaHAaTa M IIOCPEJICTBOM aHalIM3a Ha aKTyaJHaTa WKOHOMHYECKA
CUTyallMsl TpeJulara KOHKPETHU NPEIOKEHHMS M IPENOpPbKH 3a MOCTUTAaHETO Ha
NOCTAaBEHUTE 1eau B cdepaTa HA MNPOTHBOJCKWCTBHETO HAa HKOHOMHMYECKaTa
IIPECTBITHOCT.

Kato moctmkeHue ¢ Hay4HO-IIPUIIOKEH NOTEHUMAJ, OLEHSBAM TIE€HEPUPAHUTE
IIPAKTUYECKM WMHCTPYMEHTH, KOUTO HAMHUpPAT HM3pa3 B MNPEIJI0KEHATa METOAUKA 3a
aHAJIN3 U KOHTPOJ Ha MUKOHOMHYECKAaTa MMPECTBIIHOCT HA OCHOBATa HA aHAJIU3 Ha PUCKA
U TEOPETUYHUS MOJIENl HA CTpATerus 3a (PMHAHCOBA CUTYPHOCT Ha JIbprKaBara, Mnopaau
BB3MOKHOCTUTE KOHMTO Ch3JaBaT 3a €(PEKTUBHO NpUJaraHe Ha M3CIIEJOBATEICKUS
pe3yJITar.

4. Ouenka Ha ny0JMKanuuTe U apTopedepara

3ampyrara Ha aBTOpPCKaTa Te3a B JAMCEPTALMOHHUS TPyZ € MOJKpENeHa ¢ MIeT
nyOIuKalKuKy, OT KOUTO YETUPU CAMOCTOSITETHM M €Ha B ChaBTOPCTBO. Bcuuku ca B
HaIlpaBJICHUETO Ha IIOCTaBEHUs HaydeH MpoOsieM, BepuUIHUpAT PE3YJITATUTE OT
HAYYHOTO M3CJIEIBAHE U OCUTYpPsIBAT HETOBaTa OOLECTBEHA MPEACTaBUTEIHOCT.

ABTopedepaTbT KbM JTUCEPTALMOHHUS TPYA OTroBapsi Ha H3UCKBAHHUATA Ha
3akoHa ¥ [IpaBuiIHKKa 32 HETOBOTO MPUJIOKEHUE, KATO KOHUEHTPUPAHO, BIPHO U TOYHO
OTpa3siBa HETOBOTO ChIbpKaHue B 00eM oT 41 crpaHuIy.

5. CraHoBHIIIEe OTHOCHO HAJMYHMETO WM JHUIICATA HA IVIATHATCTBO

B pamkuTre Ha MOMTE KOMIETEHIMM M JOCTBIIHUTE MU HW3TOYHHUIM HE CBM

YCTaHOBUJIA IINIAruaTCTBO B IMPCACTABCHUA JOKTOPCKH TPYI. He Mu e u3BecTHO B Xoaa
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Ha MpoUeaypaTa Ia ca NoJlydaBaHU HEAHOHUMHHM M MOTHUBHUPAHU MUCMEHU CUTHAIIU 32
YCTaHOBSIBAHE HA IJIArUaTCTBO.

6. KpurnuyHu 0eJie:KKH, NPENOPbLKUA U BHIIPOCH

be3 na oTkpuBaM HSKaKBU ChHIIECTBEHU CIA0OCTH B LSUIOCTHATA KOHCTPYKIHUS B
MPEJIOKEHUS 3a PELEH3UPaHe AUCEPTALMOHEH TPYA M BOAEHA OT KEJIIAHUETO /1a ChbM
MOJIE3Ha, CYUTAM 4€ B U3CJIEABAHE OT TaKbB XapakTep HE OMBa Jla ce OTKPUBAT U3JUIITHU
OT TJIEIUIIE Ha HM3BECTHOCTTAa MM 3a HayKaTa MOCTAHOBKM M € HEOOXOIMMO Ja ce
JIEMOHCTpHYpa MO3HABAHE HAa MOBEYE ChbBPEMEHHU OBJITapCKU U UYXKJISCTPAHHU HAYYHU
nyOonuKanuy, KOUTO OWXa MO3BOJWIM JUCEPTAIMOHHUAT TPYJ Jla C€ CUTyUpa IIo-
YCIEIIHO B HAay4YHUs KOHTEKCT Ha H3CJIEABAHETO W Ja C€ NPEUU3Upar HIKOU OT
U3BOAUTE IO OTACIHUTE TJIABU U (POPMYJIUPOBKUTE HA MPUHOCUTE B JTUCEPTALMOHHUS
TPYH, Thid KaTO B CETalllHUS CH BUJ T€ HEIOCTATHhYHO KATETOPUYHO U ITBJIHO 3asBSIBAT
pEATHUTE NTOCTHXKEHUSI OT U3CJIEIBAHETO HA JOKTOpaHT Hukoosa.

7. 3aki0ueHue

Kato omensiBam 10oCTOMHCTBaTa Ha MOCTUTHATOTO, /1aBaM IMOJIOKUTEIHA OLEHKA
Ha JUCEepTAllMOHHMS Tpya Ha Tema ,llpoTuBojeiicTBHE HAa HWKOHOMHYECKUTE
MPECThIUICHU, Ch3JaBally 3amjiaxa 3a (UHAHCOBaTa CHUTYpHOCT Ha PemyOnuka
boearapus® u nzkazBam ceriacue Ha Cumona ['eoprueBa HukonoBa ga 0bj1e nmpuchbacHa
oOpa3oBaTelHa W Hay4yHa CTENEH JOKTOp B OOJacT Ha BHUCHIETO oOpa3oBaHue 9.
,CurypHoct wu otOpana“, mnpodecuonanHo Hampasienue 9.1. , Hanmonamna
CUTYPHOCT®, JHOKTOpCcKa mporpama ,,OpraHuzaiiusi U YNpaBJIeHUE H3BBH cdepaTa Ha

MaTEepUAITHOTO MPOU3BOJCTBO (HALIMOHATIHA CUTYPHOCT)®.

10 nexemBpu 2024 r. UneH Ha KypHUTO:

Codus npod. n-p Jluaus Benkosa
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The documents presented by Simona Nikolova comply with the requirements of
the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the
Regulations for its implementation, as well as the Regulations of Vasil Levski National
Military University for the implementation of the ADASRB for the acquisition of the
educational and scientific degree ‘Doctor’.

As a doctoral student under the competent scientific guidance of Col. Assoc. Prof.
Nikolay Stefanov, PhD, Simona Nikolova has fully completed her individual
curriculum, meets the minimum national requirements under the ADAS of the Republic
of Bulgaria and, by decision of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Logistics and
Technologies, the dissertation work developed by her is approved for defence for the

award of the educational and scientific degree ‘Doctor’.

1. Relevance and significance of the developed scientific problem

Achieving a high level of financial security of the modern state is of fundamental
importance for the sustainable development of the national economy. In the era of post-
industrial society, ensuring financial security as an element of economic and national
security poses significant tasks that require constant efforts to maintain it. The processes
of globalisation and the increasing vulnerability of national financial systems result in
economic development accompanied by a high economic risk, as well as dynamics and
contradictions of the micro-, macro-, and mesoeconomic environment, which lead to the
emergence of new risks and threats to security. In order to overcome the emerging
challenges, it is necessary to have a good understanding of the financial-economic
system, its functioning and development, as well as the opportunities associated with
the realisation of the financial security of the Bulgarian state under the conditions of a
currency board, through the definition and analysis of new non-traditional threats and
the development of a system of effective measures to overcome them.

In this context, the relevance of the presented dissertation work is beyond doubt.
The work of doctoral candidate Nikolova to explore the possibilities for countering
economic crimes and the challenges arising on this basis, related to ensuring the

financial security of the Bulgarian state, its essence and peculiarities, as well as the
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factors determining and complicating its structure at the modern stage, deserves
admiration and support.

The value of the work is predetermined by the fact that, despite the presence of
serious and in-depth analyses in the specialised literature, solving the problem of
ensuring the financial security of the Bulgarian state through effective counteraction to
economic crimes implies the need for a comprehensive study and analysis of the
mechanisms and directions for its construction and guarantee, while at the same time a
deficit is highlighted in terms of the systematisation and detailed characterisation of the
threats to the country’s financial security at the beginning of the 21st century.

The significance and relevance of the dissertation research is confirmed by the
fact that it is focused not only on the counteraction and neutralisation of economic
crimes as a threat to financial security, but also on the importance that financial security
has for the economic and national security of the country in the conditions of a currency
board, which can be guaranteed only through a system of organisational, legal and
institutional measures aimed at the timely detection, prevention, neutralisation, and
elimination of threats to financial security.

The research is successfully conceptualised. The object and subject of the overall
analysis in the dissertation work are correctly defined and are directly related to the goal
of the scientific research — ‘the disclosure of criminogenic factors that have a negative
impact on the financial sphere in the country, thus leading to instability of the system
for protecting national security and destabilisation of society’. It has been convincingly
achieved through the consistent and full solution of the four main research questions
that specify it, which have been described in a detailed and operational way in the
structure of the work. I especially note that even at this stage, with the formulation of
the goal and tasks, doctoral student Nikolova has assumed the practical-applied focus as

the leading one in her research.

2. Evaluation of the scientific results and contributions of the dissertation
The dissertation submitted for review is characterised by a clear, measured and
logically organised classical structure. The content of the work is placed in a volume of

210 pages, of which 199 pages are the main text, including an introduction, three
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chapters, each ending with conclusions, general conclusions, a conclusion, and a
bibliography, which creates a prerequisite for a balanced presentation. In support of the
thesis, the main part presents 27 figures, 5 tables and one appendix. In order to achieve
the goal of the study, the doctoral student Nikolova has thoroughly and analytically
processed and systematised 88 contemporary literary and information sources — laws,
regulations, rules and other normative acts, which fully supports the implementation of
the set research tasks.

The chosen methodology of the study, which has been built using scientific
instruments mainly including statistical, mathematical, economic, analytical methods as
research approaches and the use of information from current scientific publications and
studies within the framework of the normative and interdisciplinary research approach,
has been appropriately selected.

It is correct to summarise that as a consequence of the successful solution of the
research tasks, within the limits set, the hypothesis of the dissertation work that
‘Maintaining the stability of the financial system of the Republic of Bulgaria should be
the country’s main priority in the coming years, and it can only be achieved through
strategic counteraction to economic crime and building a successful model for
protecting financial security as an element of the national security of the Republic of

Bulgaria’ has been confirmed.

3. Evaluation of the scientific and applied scientific contributions

I accept the doctoral student’s self-assessment of having achieved four scientific
and two scientific-applied results in the dissertation work because of their usefulness
and applicability.

In addition to complementing and enriching the category of ‘economic crime,
fundamental for the dissertation, the research work carried out in scientific terms clearly
and competently defines the structural elements of economic crime, draws out
guidelines for increasing the financial security of the country, and, through the analysis
of the current economic situation, offers specific proposals and recommendations for

achieving the set goals in the field of countering economic crime.
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I evaluate the generated practical instruments as an achievement with scientific-
applied potential, as these instruments find expression in the proposed methodology for
analysing and controlling economic crime based on risk analysis and the theoretical
model of a strategy for the financial security of the state, due to the opportunities they

create for effective implementation of the research result.

4. Evaluation of the publications and the abstract

The defence of the author’s thesis in the dissertation is supported by five
publications, four of which are independent and one in co-authorship. All of them are in
the direction of the scientific problem posed, verify the results of the scientific research
and ensure its public representativeness.

The author’s abstract to the dissertation meets the requirements of the Law and
the Regulations for its implementation, as it reflects its content in a concentrated, true

and accurate manner in a volume of 41 pages.

5. Opinion on the presence or absence of plagiarism

Within the scope of my competence and the sources available to me, I have not
identified plagiarism in the submitted doctoral thesis. I am not aware of any non-
anonymous and motivated written reports of plagiarism being received during the

procedure.

6. Critical notes, recommendations and questions

Without finding any significant weaknesses in the overall structure of the
dissertation proposed for review and driven by the desire to be useful, I believe that in a
study of this nature, unnecessary statements should not be found in terms of their
prominence in science, and it is necessary to demonstrate knowledge of more
contemporary Bulgarian and foreign scientific publications, which would allow the
dissertation to be more successfully situated in the scientific context of the study and to
refine some of the conclusions in the individual chapters and the formulations of the
contributions in the dissertation, since in their current form they do not sufficiently
categorically and fully state the real achievements of doctoral student Nikolova’s

research.
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7. Conclusion

Having evaluated the merits of the achievements, I give a positive assessment of
the dissertation work on the topic ‘Counteraction to Economic Crimes Posing a Threat
to the Financial Security of the Republic of Bulgaria’, and 1 agree that Simona
Georgieva Nikolova be awarded the educational and scientific degree of ‘Doctor’ in the
area of higher education 9. Security and Defence, professional field 9.1. National
Security, doctoral programme ‘Organisation and Management Outside the Sphere of

Material Production (National Security)’.

10 December 2024 Member of the Jury:
Sofia Prof. Lidiya Velkova, PhD
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