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1. AKTYaJJHOCT ¥ 3HAYMMOCT Ha pa3padoTBaHUsI HAy4YeH MPoodJieM.

B enoxa Ha OBp3u MPOMEHW W HECUTYPHOCT, TeMaTa 3a Tpaduka Ha xopa mMa
MOAYEPTAHO CHILECTBEHO 3HAYCHHE, 3alOTO MPEJCTaBisiBa rpy00 HapyllIeHUE Ha
YOBEIIKUTE MpaBa W CBOOOIH, BOJEHIO JO IBHJIOOKHA COIMAIHA, MKOHOMHYECKU H
MOJIUTUYECKH TOCHEIUIM KakTo 3a PemyOnuka bbarapusi, Taka W 3a BCHYKH
JIEMOKpPAaTUYHO OpraHWU3WpaHU AbpkaBu. MpexuTe 3a Tpaduk Ha Xopa IencTBatr
OTBBJI TPAHUITUTE HA €IHA JbpKaBa, KOETO XapakTepusupa TpadhuKbT Ha XOpa KaTo
TPAHCTPAHUYHO MPABHO MPEAU3BUKATEICTBO U 3aIiaxa, U3UCKBAILO MEKIYHApOIHO
ChTPYAHUYECTBO U pecypcu. ['eorpadckoTo pazmosiokeHue Ha boarapus
OpEeAoNpeNess HEWHaTa poJisl, KOSITO YECTO C€ pa3riekaa KaTo H3TOYHHK U
TpaH3UTHA CTpaHa Ha Tpaduka Ha xopa. ToBa mocTaBs HaiaTa IbpkaBa BbB (hOKyca
Ha Ta3W 3arJiaxa, 3all0TO C€ 3acsira U HallMOHAJIHATa CUTYPHOCT IO HAa4YMH, KOMTO
BOAM JO JecTaduiu3upaHe Ha OOLIECTBEHUTE CTPYKTypHU, HAachpyaBaHE Ha
OpraHu3vpaHaTa NMPECTHIIHOCT U TMOJKOINABaHE Ha JIOBEPUETO B MHCTUTyLUHTE. B
KOHTEKCTa Ha HallMOHAJIHAaTa CUTYpHOCT Ha PenyOsnka bwarapus, TpagukbT Ha Xopa
MMa U UKOHOMUYECKHU TMOCIEIUIINA, U3pa3siBallli C€ B MOJXpPaHBAHE HAa HE3aKOHHU
MKOHOMHUKM M HATOBapBaHE Ha PECYpCUTE, HEOOXOJIUMH 3a MPaBOINPUIIATAHETO M
CUCTEMHTE 32 MOJIKpena Ha xkepTBuTe. B qonbinenue, HeepekTuBHOCTTA B Oopbarta ¢
Tpaduka Ha Xopa TMOAKOMAaBa OOIIECTBEHOTO JOBEPUE B IMPABUTEICTBOTO U
MpaBOIpUIATalIuTe OPraHu.

Bcuuko ToBa kopecnonaupa ¢ noco4eHoto ot aucepranra [lonuna IleTkoBa, ye
TpadhUKbT Ha XOpa € MHOTOCTPAaHHO SIBJICHHE, KOETO TpelCTaBisiBa TIpy0o
HapyllaBaHe MpaBaTa Ha YOBEKAa M PUCK 3a HallMOHaNHAaTa curypHoct. [IpoyuBaHnero
nojiuepTaBa HapacTBallaTa B3auMOBPb3Ka MEX Iy TpaduKa Ha X0pa, MUTPAIITIOHHUTE
KpHU3U W OpraHu3upaHaTa MPECThIIHOCT, KOETO MOCTaBs MPEAU3BUKATEJICTBA MPEN
cucTeMara 3a HallMOHajdHa curypHocT Ha beirapus. Otunraiiku posnsita Ha bearapus
KaTO H3TOYHMK, TpaH3UTHA JbpXKaBa M JECTUHAIUS 3a JKEPTBUTE Ha Tpaduk,
M3CJICIBAHETO pa3riekja mpoldjieMa W B TMO-IIUPOK €BPOMEHCKHM U TIio0ajieH
KOHTEKCT, KaTO CBIIEBPEMEHHO c€ (QoKycupa BBPXY 3aKOHOAATEIHUTE U
MHCTUTYLIMOHAJIHUTE OTTOBOpPU Ha bbarapus. B Tasu Bpb3ka, HayuHata pa3zpaboTka
noJ4epTaBa, 4e€ TOBa MHOTOCTPAHHO BB3JEHCTBHUE, KOETO OKa3Ba Tpaduka Ha Xxopa
BbpXY HallMOHAJIHATA CUTYPHOCT, U3UCKBA IIEJICHACOUCHH TOJMUTUKH 3a CIPaBSHE C
OCHOBHUTE COIIMAITHO-UKOHOMUYECKH MPOoOJIeMH, TOJA00psIBaHE HA MPABHUTE PAMKU
U YKpENBaHE HA MHCTUTYIMOHAIHUS KamanuTeT. B KOHTEKCTa HA TOPHOTO, MOXKE C
OCHOBAHHUE J1a ONIPEACIINM TEMATa Ha IUCEPTALMATA KaTO aKTyallHa.

Temara Ha npeacTaBeHUs] JUCEPTALMOHEH TPYH € B ChOTBETCTBUE C OCHOBHOTO
ChAbpkKaHUE Ha pa3paboTkara. CTPyKTypuUpaHETO Ha JHUCEpTAIlUATa € JIOTUYHO W
clelBa MOCTAaBEHUTE 3a pEllaBaHE W3CIEAOBATEICKH 3afauu. V3mokeHueTo ce
Oasupa Ha JocTaThbyHa 1O o0OeMm Oubamorpadus, KOSITO € WHAMKAIHUS 34
TeOpeTHYHaTa TMOArOTOBKa Ha jaucepTaHTa. Cred BHUMATEIHUS NPOYUAT Ha
IUcepTalusaTa cTaBa SICHO, Y€ 3arjlaBusiTa HE caMO ca IOCOYeHH, a ca Jo0pe
MPOYYEHH W ca WU3IPJI0 W TPSKO CBBP3aHM ¢ MpoljeMaTthkata Ha Tpyaa,
MTOBUIIIABANKH OI1I€ TOBEYE HEroBaTa Hay4yHa CTOMHOCT.

Tpute paznena Ha qucepTanusITa 3aBbPIIBAT C MOJIE3HU, aKTyaTHU, CMUCJICHU U
HETPOTUBOPEYMBU M3BOJIU, JIOU3SICHSABAIIM U 3a1bJI0OYABAIIN TTO3UIUSATA HA aBTOpa



0 OT/ICJIHUTE aclleKTH Ha M3clie/BaHaTa npobiieMaTuka. B 1031 cMUCHI TpyAbT UMa
XapaKTEPUCTUKUTE Ha OPUTHHAIHO MPOYYBaHE.

2. OneHKa HA HAYYHUTEe Pe3YyJTATH U TNPUHOCHUTE HA JUCEPTANMOHHUS
TPYA.

BbopockT 3a mnpuHOCMTE B €IHA JMCEpTAlMsl € KIIYOB U BHHAru
M3KIIIOYMTEIIHO BakeH. B ToBa oTHomeHue aucepranusta Ha [losmna IletkoBa
ChAbpPKA OTIENHU, yOequTEeTHW U A00pe apryMEeHTUpaHU HAYyYHU U HaAy4dHO-
NPWIOKHU TpHHOCH. [loCcTUrHATOTO B JMCEpTalMATa MOXE Jla C€ OIICHH KaTo
oboraTsiBaHe Ha HAy4YHUTE 3HAHHUSA, a B HSIKOM pa3lejd — U KaToO HOBOCT B
OBJIrapckaTa JIOKTpHHA.

B noakpena Ha Ta3u oreHka oTOeNsA3BaM, 4ye MpreMaM aBTOpOBaTa CIpaBKa 3a
IMPUHOCUTE B JUCEPTAIMOHHUS TPYA M TH OMNpeaesM KaTo M3II0 HEHHO JIMYHO
JIeJI0 M pe3yJiTaT OT CaMOCTOSITEIHM HayYHU THPCEHHS, KaTo Ie CH IO3BOJIA Ja T'U
CUCTEMAaTU3UpaM T10 CJICIHUS HAUWH:

1. KbM Hay4YHHUTE OPUHOCH TPUYUCIISIBAM:

- TPyIBT MPEACTABIISABA aKTyaJIHO U3CJIEABAaHE B OBbJrapckara clelnuain3vpaHa
JuTepaTypa Ha Bpb3KaTa MEXAy HaIMOHAJTHATa CUTYpPHOCT M Tpaduka Ha Xopa,
MpeYyrneHo mnpe3 Mpu3MaTa Ha ChIIECTBYBaUTE JAePUHUIMU, KiIacU(UKAIUU U
3aKOHO/JATEJICH KOHTEKCT;

- pa3umupeHa € TeopeTHYHaTa paMKa 3a pa3OupaHe Ha JUHAMHUKaTa BHB
B3aHMOBPB3KHUTE MEXIY TITOOAUTHUTE KPU3H, COIIMATHO-UKOHOMUYECKUTE YCIOBHUS U
Tpaduka Ha XOpa, KaTo KpUTHYHA 3aIljlaxa 3a HaIllMOHAJHATa CUTYPHOCT, 0COOEHO B
KOHTEKCTa Ha bbrarapus;

- Ha 0a3aTa Ha aHajW3a Ha JIAHHW 3a MOJeiIuTe Ha Tpaduk B bearapus mpes
2017 — 2022 1., neMorpaduaTra Ha JKEPTBUTE, BHUIOBETE CKCIIoATaIllus U
HOBOBB3HUKBAIIIUTEC TEHJCHIIMH, Ca HWIACHTU(OUIIMPAHW HOBOBB3HUKHAIW YSI3BUMU
IPyNH, KOUTO Ca M3JI0KEHW Ha PUCK OT TpaduK Ha XOpa, KaKTO M KIIOYOBUTE
(daxkTopu, moNpUHACIIIM 3a Tpaduka Ha XOpa, KaTo COIHMATHO-MKOHOMUYECKH
YS3BUMOCTH M MPOIYCKU B MHCTUTYLIMOHATHUTE PAMKH.

2. Karo mo-3HaYMMU TOCTHMXKEHUS B H3CJICIBAHETO, TJIABHO 3apaad TEXHUS
MPAKTUKO-TIPUJIOKEH XapaKTep, MOraT Jja Ob/1aT OLICHCHHU:

- U3BEJEHU Ca MPAKTUYECKH MPENOPbKU 3a MOJOOPSBAHE HAa KOOPJUHAIUSATA
MEX]Ty OBJITAPCKUTE U MEXKAYHAPOIHUTE Opranu 3a bopOa ¢ Tpaduka Ha Xopa;

- TIPEJJIOKEHU CE€ MEPKHU 3a YKpEINBaHE Ha MpaBHATa paMKa U MEXaHU3MHUTE 3a
IpaBoIpyjIaraHe, OCUTYpsIBaIllH M0-100pa 3alluTa Ha )KEPTBHTE,

- MPUHOC KbM pa3OMpaHETO W CIpaBsSHETO ¢ Tpaduwka Ha Xopa HMAT H
OYEpTAaHUTE MEPKH 3a IMPEeBEHLMS U 3allluTa, BKJIIOYBAIIM IPOBEXKJIAHETO Ha
oOpa3oBaTeTHN M PA3ICHUTSIHH KaMITaHUU 3a IIOBHUIIIABaHE OCBEIOMEHOCTTA H
HachpUaBaHe JOKJIAIBAHETO Ha CIy4yau Ha TpauK, KaKTO U BHBEKIAHETO HA IICJICBH
MpOTpaMu 32 BUCOKOPUCKOBU I'pyIH, (OKYCHPAHU BBPXY KEHUTE U JeIaTa, KOUTO ca
HETPOMOPIIMOHAIHO 3aCE€THATH OT Tpa(uK.

3. CTaHoBHIIIEe OTHOCHO HAJTHYHETO HJIM JIMIICATA HA IJIATHATCTBO

KbM MOoMeHTa Ha pelieH3upaHe HEe MU € M3BECTHO Jia € MOJIyueH HEaHOHHUMEH U
MOTHBHUpPAH MHUCMEH CHUTHAJ 3a YCTAHOBSIBAHE HA IUIATMATCTBO B MYyOJIMKAIUUTE W
JTMCepPTAllMOHHUS TPYJl HAa KaHAUaTa.



4, KputuyHu 0ej1esKKH M NPenopbKU

[IpenacraBenaTta MU 3a peleH3UpaHe padoTa € B 3aBBLPIICH BUJ M MPUTEKABA
BCUYKM OeJie3n Ha Hay4dyHO u3cieaBaHe. IMEHHO mopaau ToBa, CHM MO3BOJIABAM Ja
otOenexa HAKOM OCOOCHOCTH W Ja M3Ka)Xa HSIKOM ChOOpPaXEHUS W TOKEIIaHUS C
ornen ObaemiatTa paboTa Ha aBTOpa Ha TpyJda IO TasW WIM MOJ00HAa Ha Hes
npoOjeMaTHKa.

Te3n 0coOEHOCTH M ChOOPAKEHUS CE€ CBEXKIAT MIPEIUMHO J0 CIETHOTO:

1. Be3cniopHO aHaNU3bT HA ONpPENENCHUATA 32 HAIIMOHATHA CUTYPHOCT, Oa3upaH
Ha BWDKJAHUATA HA OTAEIIHM aBTOPU € MOJIE3€H U ChAbPIKATEICH, HO B M3BECTHA
cTeneH ToW Ou OWJI MO-IIbJIEH U 3aIbJI00YEH, aKO Ce pa3riie/iaT U ChIIECTBYBAIIUTE
JIETaJlHU ONpPEAEIEHUS, KAaTO MOCOYEHOTO B 4. 2 Ha 3aKOH 3a YNpPaBJIEHUE U
(GyHKIIMOHMpaHEe Ha CHCTEMara 3a 3alluTa Ha HallMOHAJIHATa CUTYPHOCT, KaKTO U B
AKTyanu3upaHarta cTpaTerus 3a HallMOHaJHa cUrypHocT Ha PemyOnuka bovarapus.
ToBa 11e 3aTBBPAM aBTOpOBaTa MO3UIIMS 32 pelanuaTa Mexay Tpaduka Ha Xopa, KaTo
HapyIlIeHUE Ha YOBEUIKUTE MpaBa U CBOOOAM, U HAIMOHATHATA CUTYPHOCT.

2. Tlocoueno e, ye ,,KoHmenmusaTa 3a HaIlMOHAJIHA CUTYPHOCT Ha PemyOimka
bbarapus € OCHOBEH HOPMATHBEH aKT'‘, KOETO HE € BSIPHO, 3al10TO HOPMATHUBHUTE
AKTOBE Ca M3PUYHO MOCOYCHH B 3aKOHA 32 HOPMATUBHUTE akToBe. KoHIenuwusra e
MOJUTUYECKH JOKYMEHT, YHUATO 1I€JI € MO CTPYKTYpUpaH HAuMH Ja MpeICTaBU
O(pHUIUAIIHOTO MOJUTUYECKO BHIKJAHE MO BBIIPOCA 3a HAIMOHAJIHATA CUTYPHOCT U
ChAbPrKallla BOJICIIaTa ChIIHOCTHA UJIEA 3a Pa3KpPUBAHETO HA CUCTEMATA.

3. Ilocoueno e, ye CyxonbTHU BOHCKM, BOEHHOMOpPCKHTE CHIA U
BoeHHOBB3IyIITHUTE CUJIU Ca POJIOBE Ha BhOPBKEHUTE CUIIM, KOETO HE € BApHO. Te ca
orpesesieH! B 3aKoHA 3a oTOpaHaTa M BbOPHKEHUTE cuiii Ha PemyOnuka beiarapus
KaTO BUJOBE BbOPHKEHU CUJIU.

4. ITpu HanMCBaHETO HA JUCEPTAIMOHHUA TPY HE Ca CMAa3eHH U3MCKBAHUATA HA
BJIC ISO 7144:2011 Joxymemmayusa. Ogopmsane ua oucepmayuu u noooOHU
ooxymenmu, xakto u BJIC ISO 690:2021 Hugopmayus u Ooxymenmayus.
Pvrkosoocmeo 3a 6ubnuocpagcku nozosasanus u yumupame Ha UHDOPMAYUOHHU
USMOYHUYU.

Tesn W Jpyr HEOTOENSI3aHM HW3PUYHO JPEOHU MPOIMYCKHM C TEXHUYECKHU
XapakTep cielnBa Ja ObIaT BB3NPHUETH OT aBTOpa, KAaTO Mpernopbka 3a HeiHaTta
Oblela HayyHa JeifHoCT. Te B HUKaKbB cilydail He IPOMEHST JIMYyHaTa MU yOeeHOCT
32 OTJIMYHO Pa3pabOTEeHHsI TUCEPTAIIMOHEH TPYJ M He MOCTABAT MOJ ChbMHEHHUE
HErOBUTE BUCOKH KA4eCTBA.

5. 3akiIl0ueHue

Jucepranmonnust tpya Ha Ilonuna Ilnamenosa IletkoBa € gokaszarencTso, ye
JTUCEPTAHTHT MMa 3aIJIO0OYCHU TCOPETUYHH MO3HAHUS B HAyYHATa CIICIUATHOCT HA
W3CIICIBAHETO W TPAKTUYECKU TMPOPECUOHATIHU YMEHHUS, KOWUTO, H3IMOI3BaHU
1eNIech00pa3Ho U MO TpeJAHa3HAuYCHHE, TMO3BOJIABAT Jla CE€ U3SIBU KaTo OIUTEH
u3cienoBaten. TpyabT CBUIETENCTBA M 3a CIOCOOHOCTTAa Ha JUCEpTaHTa 3a
CaMOCTOSITEJTHO MHCJIEHE M TPOBEXKJaHE Ha YCHENIHW CaMOCTOATEIIHH Hay4HU
u3cnenBanusa. Hapea ¢ koHcTaramusTa 3a OpUrMHAIHOCTTA Ha TPyJa, CJEABa Jia ce
OTOENIe)KM M KOPEKTHOCTTAa Ha aBTopedepara, KOWUTO mpencTaBs J0OpPOCHBECTHO
TUcepTanusTa.



[IpeacraBenusT 3a peneH3upaHe auceprauuroHeH Tpya Ha Ilomuna IletkoBa
noKpuBa (OPMATHUTE U3UCKBAHUS OTHOCHO BHJI, 00eM, O(pOPMIICHHE U ChAbPIKAHUE.
Toil HECbMHEHO OTroBapsi U Ha BCUYKH OCHOBAHUS M M3UCKBAHUS, ChIIbPKAILU CE B
3akoHa 3a pa3BUTHME Ha aKaJAEeMUYHHS CbCTaB B PenyOmuka bbarapus u Ha
[IpaBunHUKa 3a HETOBOTO IMPHUJIOKEHHE, KakTOo U Ha [lpaBuinHuka 3a oOydeHHE H
NpuA0OMBaHE HAa Hay4YHW cTeneHn B HalmoHalleH BOEHEH YHUBEPCHUTET ,,Bacuin
JleBcku®.

6. Ouenka Ha 1MCePTAIMOHHUSA TPY/.

[IpeaBus ropeusiokKeHOTO, /JaBaM MOJIOKHUTEJIHATA CH OLEHKAa Ha
NPEIJIOKEHOTO MU 3a pElEeH3UpaHe H3CJeABaHe, MPEJICTAaBeHO BbB ¢dopmara Ha
ropeonucaHusl JUCEPTAlMOHEH TPYJH, W MpeajiaraM Ha YBaXXaeMUTE YJICHOBE Ha
HAay4YyHOTO JKYpH J1a ce MPUCHAU 00Pa30BaTEJIHATA U HAYYHA CTeIeH ,,JJOKTOP” Ha
Ionuna IlnamenoBa IletkoBa B o6sact Ha BucieTo odbpazoBanue 9. CUTypHOCT U
oTOpaHa, mnpodecuoHanHo HampaieHue 9.1. HamumoHanHa CUTYpHOCT, Hay4Ha
cnequaiHocT ,,OpraHu3anus W YIpaBJI€HUE HU3BbH cdepaTa Ha MaTEPHATHOTO
MIPOU3BOCTBO (HallMOHATHA CUTYPHOCT)*.

10 ssayapu 2025 . N3rorBuji CTAaHOBHUIIETO:
[Tonk. goi. A-p UHXK. [anuen bepuen
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1. Relevance and significance of the developed scientific problem.

In an era of rapid change and uncertainty, the topic of human trafficking is of
particularly significant importance because it represents a gross violation of human
rights and freedoms, leading to profound social, economic and political consequences
for both the Republic of Bulgaria and all democratically organized countries. Human
trafficking networks operate beyond the borders of a single country, which
characterizes human trafficking as a cross-border legal challenge and threat requiring
international cooperation and resources. Bulgaria's geographical location determines
its role, which is often seen as a source and transit country for human trafficking.
This places our country in the focus of this threat, because national security is also
affected in a way that leads to destabilization of social structures, promotion of
organized crime, and undermining trust in institutions. In the context of the national
security of the Republic of Bulgaria, human trafficking also has economic
consequences, expressed in fueling illegal economies and burdening the resources
needed for law enforcement and victim support systems. In addition, ineffectiveness
in combating human trafficking undermines public trust in the government and law
enforcement agencies.

All this corresponds to what the dissertation author Polina Petkova stated that
human trafficking is a multifaceted phenomenon that represents a gross violation of
human rights and a risk to national security. The study highlights the growing
interrelationship between human trafficking, migration crises and organized crime,
which poses challenges to Bulgaria's national security system. Taking into account
Bulgaria's role as a source, transit and destination country for victims of trafficking,
the study also examines the problem in a broader European and global context, while
focusing on Bulgaria's legislative and institutional responses. In this regard, the
scientific paper emphasizes that this multifaceted impact that human trafficking has
on national security requires targeted policies to address underlying socio-economic
problems, improve legal frameworks, and strengthen institutional capacity. In the
context of the above, we can reasonably define the topic of the dissertation as topical.

The topic of the presented dissertation work is in accordance with the main
content of the work. The structuring of the dissertation is logical and follows the
research tasks set for solving. The presentation is based on a sufficient bibliography,
which is an indication of the theoretical preparation of the author of the dissertation.
After a careful reading of the dissertation, it becomes clear that the titles are not only
indicated, but are well researched and are fully and directly related to the issues of the
work, further increasing its scientific value.

The three sections of the dissertation conclude with useful, relevant, meaningful
and consistent conclusions, further clarifying and deepening the author's position on
the individual aspects of the researched issue. In this sense, the work has the
characteristics of an original study.

2. Evaluation of the scientific results and contributions of the dissertation
work.

The issue of contributions in a dissertation is key and always extremely
important. In this regard, Polina Petkova's dissertation contains separate, convincing



and well-argued scientific and applied scientific contributions. The achievements of
the dissertation can be assessed as an enrichment of scientific knowledge, and in
some sections — as a novelty in Bulgarian doctrine.

In support of this assessment, | note that | accept the author's reference to the
contributions in the dissertation work and define them as entirely her personal work
and the result of independent scientific research, and | will allow myself to
systematize them in the following way:

1. Among the scientific contributions I include:

- The work represents a current study in the Bulgarian specialized literature of
the relationship between national security and human trafficking, refracted through
the prism of existing definitions, classifications, and the legislative context;

- It expands the theoretical framework for understanding the dynamics of
interrelations between global crises, socio-economic conditions, and human
trafficking as a critical threat to national security, particularly in the Bulgarian
context;

- Based on the analysis of data on trafficking patterns in Bulgaria from 2017 to
2022, the demographics of victims, types of exploitation and emerging trends, newly
emerging vulnerable groups at risk of human trafficking have been identified, as well
as the key factors contributing to human trafficking, such as socio-economic
vulnerabilities and gaps in institutional frameworks.

2. As more significant achievements in the research, mainly because of their
practical and applied nature, the following can be assessed:

- The study offers practical recommendations to improve coordination between
Bulgarian and international bodies in the fight against human trafficking;

- It proposes measures to strengthen the legal framework and enhance law
enforcement mechanisms, ensuring more effective protection for victims;

- The outlined prevention and protection measures, including the conduct of
educational and awareness-raising campaigns to raise awareness and encourage
reporting of trafficking cases, as well as the implementation of targeted programs for
high-risk groups, focused on women and children, who are disproportionately
affected by trafficking, also contribute to understanding and addressing human
trafficking.

3. Opinion on the presence or absence of plagiarism.
At the time of review, | am not aware of any non-anonymous and motivated
written report of plagiarism in the candidate's publications and dissertation.

4. Critical notes.

The work submitted to me for review is in its finished form and possesses all the
hallmarks of a scientific study. For this reason, | would like to take the opportunity to
note some specific features and express some considerations and wishes with a view
to the future work of the author of the work on this or similar issues.

These features and considerations concern almost exclusively the form of the
work and are mainly reduced to the following:



1. While the analysis of national security definitions based on the views of
individual authors is undoubtedly useful and meaningful, it could be further enriched
by incorporating existing legal definitions. For example, the definition provided in
Article 2 of the Law on the Management and Functioning of the System for the
Protection of National Security, as well as in the Updated National Security Strategy
of the Republic of Bulgaria, should be considered. Including these references would
strengthen the author's position on the relationship between human trafficking —
viewed as a violation of human rights and freedoms — and national security.

2. The assertion that “The National Security Concept of the Republic of
Bulgaria is a basic normative act” is inaccurate, because normative acts are explicitly
stated in the Law on Normative Acts. The Concept is a political document, the
purpose of which is to present in a structured manner the official political view on the
issue of national security and containing the leading essential idea for the disclosure
of the system.

3. The claim that the Land Forces, the Navy and the Air Force are branches of
the Armed Forces is incorrect. According to the Law on Defense and the Armed
Forces of the Republic of Bulgaria, these are defined as types of armed forces, not
branches.

4. When writing the dissertation, the requirements of BDS I1SO 7144:2011
Documentation. Formatting of dissertations and similar documents, as well as BDS
ISO 690:2021 Information and documentation. Guide to bibliographical references
and citing information sources, were not met.

These and other unmarked, minor technical omissions should be taken by the
author as a recommendation for her future scientific work. They in no way change
my personal conviction about the excellently developed dissertation work and do not
cast doubt on its high qualities.

5. Conclusion.

The dissertation work of Polina Plamenova Petkova is proof that the doctoral
student has in-depth theoretical knowledge in the scientific specialty of the study and
practical professional skills, which, used appropriately and for their intended purpose,
allow them to emerge as an experienced researcher. The work also testifies to the
dissertation student's ability to think independently and conduct successful
independent scientific research. Along with the finding of the originality of the work,
the correctness of the abstract, which presents the dissertation in good faith, should
also be noted.

The dissertation work of Polina Petkova submitted for review meets the formal
requirements regarding type, volume, layout and content. It undoubtedly meets all the
grounds and requirements contained in the Law on the Development of the Academic
Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Rules for its Application, as well as the
Rules for Studying and Acquiring Scientific Degrees at Vasil Levski National
Military University.



6. Evaluation of the dissertation work.

In view of the above, | give my positive assessment of the research proposed to
me for review, presented in the form of the above-described dissertation, and |
propose to the esteemed members of the scientific jury to award the educational
and scientific degree “doctor” to Polina Plamenova Petkova in the field of higher
education 9. Security and Defense, professional direction 9.1. National Security,
scientific specialty “Organization and Management Outside the Sphere of Material

Production (National Security)”.

January10, 2025 Opinion made by:
Colonel Assoc. Prof. Eng. Daniel Berchev, PhD



